
 
 
The Rules of the Game 
 
This game can be played in two ways. 
 

1. As Concentration – In pairs the students first shuffle the cards and place them in rows 
word side down. The first student turns over any two cards. If the expanded form 
matches the contraction then the student takes the two cards and continues playing. If 
the two cards do not match, the next play goes to the other student.  

 
     Play continues until all matches have been made.  
    The student with the most cards at the end of the game is the winner.  

           NB try 20 cards per game to begin with and increase the number   
           according to your students’ skill. 

 
2. As a whole class game – How many students in the class tells you how many pairs of 

cards you need. Place one card face down on each student’s desk and then the children 
stand and seek out the person with the matching card to the one they have. Once they 
have found their partner they sit down and decide: 
• how each card is pronounced 
• which is the contraction and which is the expanded form 
• how to spell the contraction 
•  what letter or letters does the apostrophe replace  
• maybe even a sentence with the contraction in it.   

 
NB I use the game as a way to generate random (or not so random if you wish) paired 
groupings for co-operative tasks. 
 
 

 

 

VERY IMPORTANT! 
 
Feel free to tell your colleagues, friends, students’ 
parents etc all about this donationware game, but 
please link to its  webpage 
 
http://www.adrianbruce.com/reading/cont/index.htm 
 
and NOT directly to this .doc or .pdf file 
 
Why? 
 

Firstly your friends will benefit more from seeing my whole 
site 

 
http://www.adrianbruce.com/ 

 
and secondly… deep linking skews the download 
statistics for my site which in turn effects the site’s 
funding  (which is what keeps it free)  

 
Thanking you in advance - Adrian Bruce 
Innovative Teacher of the Year NSW Australia 2005

h

I

ht

 
 

This game came from 
ttp://www.adrianbruce.com

 
If you’d like to know when 
’ve uploaded a new game 
why not subscribe to my 

newsletter. 
 

tp://www.adrianbruce.com/
subscribe.htm 
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